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Ludic Moments at the Very Beginning of the Very First 
Computers and Writing Online Conference

Item 1    23:12 Apr15/93   17 lines   88 responses                    Bill Condon                                      
Getting Started--Welcome! 
  
If you've gotten this far, the hard part is over--congratulations!  At this point, your options are 
  
      (R)espond, to type in something in response to this item; 
      (F)orget, to tell the machine you never want to see this item 
           again (DON'T TYPE F FOR FORGET!!); or 
      (P)ass, if you don't want to respond to what you've just read. 
  
Why don't you type 'R' for Respond and say a little something about how you feel about 
communicating with others in this electronic conference.  How does it feel? 
  
When you finish your message, hit the RETURN key an extra time to let the machine know you're 
finished, and then type 'D' for Done.  Also, remember to hit RETURN at the end of each line you 
type(If you forget now and then, don't worry; we'll all be understanding about that, since we'll forget 
from time to time too). 

…







And the playful tropes of the ropes, the caves, falling off cliffs 
(Glenn Mayer suggests to open a virtual parachute, John 
Slatin asks if Fred Kemp has fallen off a cliff in MediaMOO 

since Megabyte University, one of the precursors to TechRhet, 
has gone silent), and the fact that Eric’s MediaMOO character 
is a duck leads to a series of comments about us newbies to 

the MOO being like ducklings. 
  

We resorted to finding ways to represent ACTION as follows:










